
 

 

 

Miguel Castillo graduated from St. Edwards University in 1993 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology and earned a Master of Science in 
Education Administration from Texas A&M International University in 
1999. His educational career spans 28 years. He has experience in the 
elementary and secondary level and his last 12 years as an elementary 
principal. His experience and leadership with low performing campuses 
has led to the success of a middle school, Memorial Middle School, 
and his former elementary school, Antonio M. Bruni Elementary among 
the top performing schools in the State of Texas with an A rating and 
earning all six distinctions in 2019. In 2019, the school was also named 
one of the best elementary schools in Texas and California for children 
by Educational Results Partnership and the only school in Laredo ISD to 
receive a national STEM distinction for the highest science academic 
scores in the district.                                                                               

Mr. Castillo and his former school have been featured in the front page 
of the New York Times (2014) and the national news network Univision 
(2015) where a 2-minute clip was shown to the world how his school 
accommodated, embraced, taught, and made immigrants and 
children of low SES successful through education. His belief that 
education, through equity, levels the playing field for all students, 
especially poor and disadvantaged students, through strong 
academic results is the key to breaking down the barriers and systems 
in place that hold our students back. The key to breaking down 
barriers: investing, growing, and building capacity on the most 
important person for students; teachers. Mr. Castillo has been featured 
in the book titled Principals in Action (2019) by Mark French, Jay Posick 
and Ryan Sheehy. In the book, Mr. Castillo shares his views of what it 
means to be a servant leader, culture builder, builder of relationships, 
growing and coaching teachers, and building other leaders. He also 
contributes to podcaster and author of Kids Deserve It! Adam 
Welcome and his 67,500 followers on Twitter, Apple and Spotify.  Mr. 
Castillo was the proud instructional leader of Wilhelmina Delco 
Elementary with Pflugerville ISD from 2019-2021 and joined the Austin 
ISD leadership as Executive Director of Elementary Schools in July 2021. 
He is married to Ms. Alma Gonzalez de Castillo, also an educator and 
have three children: Nelly, Miguel Ariel, and Ernesto.  

Miguel Castillo is a former immigrant and migrant who came to the 
United States with his family in 1980. Between 1980 and 1991 he 
traveled with his parents to Nebraska, Ohio, Michigan, and Florida to 
work on the fields. Mr. Castillo’s inspiration was his father. His father, 
joined the Mexican Military in 1957, with the hope of getting a college 
education while serving in the military. After leaving the military his 
father joined the Bracero Program in the 60s trying to provide a better 
life for his family. In the 70s his family moved to the border town of 
Nuevo Laredo just across from Laredo, Texas. His family resided there 
until 1980 when finally his parents decided to make the journey north as 
immigrants to chase the American Dream. 6 of his 10 siblings went on to 
get college degree that include Bachelors, Masters and an MD.  
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